
 
Minutes of Webb Estate Limited Board Meeting of 7/12/16 
Directors Present: 
Frances Dickens  (FD) - Chairman 
David Mullarkey (DM) - Woodcote Lane - Chairman Covenants 
Len Porter (LP) - Silver Lane 
John Dickens (JD) - Furze Hill 
Richard Horton (RH) - Furze lane 
Owen Kelly (OK) - Birch Lane/Farm Drive - Minute Secretary 
Leslie Aarons (LA) - Briar Hill 
Bob Souter  (BS) - (Rose Walk) 
Tim Haden-Scott (THS) - Upper Woodcote Village 
 
Shareholders Also Present: 
Chris Nolan (CN) 
Sarah Marsden 
Tony Carter-Clout 
 
 Before the meeting began members stood for a few moments silence in  
memory of the late Geoffrey Bassett, a recent Member of the Board. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 
Directors: 
Russell Pullen (RP) - South Border - Treasurer  
Alan Clarke (AC) - Promenade de Verdun 
 
2.  Minutes of 14/9/16 and Matters Arising 
These had already been agreed by email and there were no matters arising. 
 
3. Lord Roberts Update 
DM confirmed that the Lord Roberts site has been bought by a couple living on 
the estate and its future as a shop and post office appear to be assured.  He is 
liaising with the new owners on matters such as WEL ownership of the adjoining 
road and will also seek to ensure that if the property is ever resold there will be a 
pre-emptive right for WEL to have the first offer as buyer. There was agreement 
that if the plans proceed as outlined this a very welcome outcome in securing 
the Lord Roberts's future despite the inevitable disappointment of the community  
company being "gazumped" 
 
 



4. Guidance Booklet 
The Chairman presented samples of the newly printed estate guidance booklet, 
of which she had kindly organised production, and undertook to deliver the 
requisite number of copies to each road director to distribute to their respective 
residents, including non-shareholders. 
 
 
5. Street Lighting and Tree Lopping Update 
OK reported that there appeared to be general agreement that the new 
lighting is an improvement, even though some unlit darker areas remain that can 
only be improved by tree branch lopping or additional lamps.  It was noted that 
Woodcote Lane residents, at their expense, are making application to the 
Council to install a new lamp at  the junction of that road with Promenade de 
Verdun and Rose Walk.  OK referred to email messages he had circulated to 
board members to the effect that it should be left to individual road associations, 
if they chose, to arrange for additional street lamps and arrange any tree  
branch lopping and its financing.  That was agreed. 
 
6. Road Runners Nuisance 
In discussion it emerged that the recent approaches to the South London Harriers 
had taken effect and there have been no reports of mass groups of runners 
causing a nuisance, but there have been sightings of groups up to three in 
number causing no problems.  CN cautioned that experience has shown that 
the large groups of runners usually cease in the darker evenings and may resume 
in the spring.  It was agreed that WEL policy is to deter the large groups of runners 
but not the smaller groups who cause no nuisance. 
 
7. Temporary Road Gate Closures 
The Chairman produced a consultation paper copies of which were handed  
to all present. It contains options and technical information on controlled gates 
as well as seeking policy agreement on how far such controls should extend.  The 
Chairman asked that board member come back to her with comments and any 
suggestions asap.  This will then be issued to all directors by email and they are 
asked to circulate to their respective residents & return their responses including 
consulting their respective residents, before the next meeting on 8/2/17.   
LA raised the position of Briar Hill residents who are contemplating having their 
own gates.  This, too, is covered in the Chairman's paper.  The Chairman 
mentioned that this could be a topic for our next AGM, probably in June next 
year. She also asked that directors let her know dates they may wish to avoid for 
the June AGM. 
 
8. Committee and Other Reports 
a) Covenants and Planning DM reported that under Covenants there is nothing 
current that needs discussion.  Under Planning, all board members receive Moira 
Fraser's monthly updates and again there was nothing that required discussion. 
 
b) Amenities and Security 
THS mentioned the planning application in his name, on behalf of Woodcote 



Lane residents, seeking consent to erect ornamental gates to substitute for the 
existing wooden gates at the junction of Woodcote Lane and Foxley 
Lane.  Given the unusual features of such a proposal for the Planning Authority, 
some aspects need finessing with the application which THS is negotiating with 
the planning officer and will report developments in due course.  He also 
mentioned that the financial arrangements are still being explored. 
 
OK reminded members that they all receive his monthly update and crime  
alert messages and there was brief discussion on the instances of youthful male 
intruders invading estate gardens for no apparent reason than to be daring, 
even though in doing so committed criminal damage by cutting through wire 
fences.  There have been no such reports in recent weeks and it was hoped that 
the colder weather had deterred them or that they had simply grown up. 
 
c) Financial Update 
For unavoidable reasons RP was unable to attend and emailed the following 
statement to board members before the meeting: 
 
The following is a summary of the bank account this company’s financial year. 
 
Balance at 1/4/16 74294 
Planning fee net of 2 road refunds  £5000 
Other fees receivable £704 
Ground rents £142 
Sale of 2 shares £1000 
 ______ 
 £81,140 
 
Payments 
Corporation Tax  £999 
Legal (mainly old creditor) £1904 
Bank charges, AGM etc  £243 
Plunkett re shop £550 
Gritting (balance due from roads)  £1147 
 _____ 
 £4,843 
 
Balance at 30/11 
Bank of Baroda £69149 
NatWest £7148 
_____  
£76,297 
 
£81140 
  
 
 
 



d) Website Update 
The Chairman announce a major revamping of the website - details to follow in 
the New Year. 
 
11. Any Other Business 
Uncontrolled Dogs 
The subject of uncontrolled dogs on the estate was discussed, in particular those 
owned by a Silver Lane resident who is at present the subject of an investigation 
by Croydon Council into possible offences under the Dangerous Dogs Acts.  LP is 
liaising with the investigating officer and keeping board members updated on 
progress. 
 
Road Safety 
BS raised again the matter of road safety at the junction of Woodcote  
Lane, Promenade de Verdun and Rose Walk where he has witnessed near  
misses by cars emerging from Woodcote Lane and P de V. He suggested road  
surface painting to slow traffic from P de V and possibly a suitably placed large 
mirror on the opposite side of the junction to reflect emerging traffic. 
 
LP mentioned that in the event of a serious accident WEL may be held liable 
because as owners of the roads we have already been made aware of the 
danger and done nothing about it. That said there had never been a serious 
accident at the site.  To emphasise the appropriate way that the junction be 
negotiated it was proposed that a 'Stop' sign be erected in P de V on the 
approach to the junction together with appropriate white lining on the road 
surface, (and possibly speed reducing hump) giving priority to Woodcote Lane 
and Rose Walk traffic. 
 
OK maintained that the main hazards at the junction are the tall hedges that 
prevent the drivers of vehicles emerging from Woodcote Lane and P de V from 
seeing each other.  He proposed that a more effective remedy would be to 
reduce those hedges, only on the approach to the junction, to about waist level 
so that drivers can clearly see any emerging (and converging traffic) without 
need to give any road preference. 
 
Both proposals were put to the vote.  That for a 'Stop' sign and road  
surface painting in P de V was agreed by a majority with only OK opposing. 
 
OK's proposal to lower the hedge height was defeated by the majority  
with him in a minority of one. 
 
It was agreed that this work should be immediately undertaken by the P  
de V Road Association; if necessary they could revert to the Chairman  
to discuss funding. 
 
(Note: Failing to obey a Stop sign is an offence under road traffic  
legislation with a penalty fine plus 3 point driving licence  
endorsement.  To comply, the vehicle has to come to a standstill, not merely slow 



down.  Local authority approval is likely to be required to impose the restriction 
and sign. In that respect the right of way to the war memorial status in P de V 
may be a factor and the authority may even take over funding the project.) 
 
Sat-Nav Effects 
DM raised the problem of Sat-Nav and other similar systems directing drivers 
through the estate and suggested that they be encouraged to show that most 
of our estate roads are private and not through ways.  After discussion, DM 
undertook to approach those organisations to seek change on behalf of WEL. 
 
Group Email Addresses 
The Chairman mentioned that she will be setting up a WEL chairman group email 
address that  can be  passed  on to future chairmen in office. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.30 pm with warm thanks to Richard Horton for  
his generous hospitality. 
 
Date and venue of next meeting 
The next Board meeting will be on Wednesday, 8th February, 2016, at  
7.30 pm at 15 Furze Hill, by kind courtesy of Frances and Johnny Dickens. 
 
 
 
 


